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maining in the Cranium but a fmall quantity of black pu- 
trid Matter. This to the belt of my remembrance is the 
fumrnof all. He had neither Spajmus nor Convulfions of 
any part all the time of his illnefs. 



IV. Part of a Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, 
F. R. S. to the puhlijher^ concerning feverol ob- 
fervable% in his Mufeum, near Leeds in York- 
shire. 



SIR, 

I Remember that upon perufal of the Catalogue of 
the Natural Curiofities in my poor Mu/beum, you 
defired a more particular Account of the Skin of the 
Fi/hes Stomach from the Indies ; of the Cryjlal, and the 
ways of its Concretion *, of the Iron turned into Ore ; and 
of the Otioedra from the Copper Mines in Sweden. The 
firft was given me by Mr Robert Midgley of this Town, 
an ingenious Apothecary, who^made 5 Voyages as Sur- 
geon into the Eaji Indies. It is the outward Skin of the 
Maw of a Fifh that was taken at Macajjar, Febr. 16* J. and 
was given him at Batavia by a Dutcb~man y who took it 
out of theFifh. That the Fibres or VefTels do curioufiy 
and naturally refemble a Tree, with its Stern, Branches, 
Leaves, &c. will appear by the enclofed figure of it, 
which, tho but flenderly performed, is the beft I have time 
to do now, and is fo like the Original that it will 
fave the labour of any further defcripiion, (for 'tis exadc- 
ly the bignefs and fhape of this Draught, ) fave that the 
Skin is very thin, whitifh, and tranfparent, and the Veins 
that compofe the Stem and greater Branches, are now ra- 
ther Black than dark Red, as I prefume they were at firft, 
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( ™7 l ) 
the Leaves a fort of dark and faded Green variegated. 
See Tab. 7. fig. 1. The Cryflal with other Natural Curio- 
fities, was given mc by the Learned and Ingenious Dr. jfa- 
/?ez Cay of Newcajtle, who brought it from Milan : And 
becaufe his defcription will be much more accurate than I 
can pretend to, I will make bold therewith, only pre- 
miling his arguments upon a fort of Spar within a Flint, 
fent me at the fame time. That within the Flint (fays 
he) feems to differ from the reft of its fubftance, and 
fomewhat to refemble Spar : Tho after all, Spar being 
nothing elfe but a Crijlalline fort of Lime-Jione, it differs 
not from Flint in reality, but only in appearance, /'. e. in 
the manner of Concretion, tho if the inclofed Matter had 
in its nature differ'd from the reft of the Stone, the thing 
had not been very uncommon, it being ufual enough for 
Stones ( efpecially thofe of a globular or oval form) to 
have Coat upon Coat, and thofe Coats fometimes very 
different one from another, fome of them foft, fome hard, 
nay, fometimes after a long fpace of time, one of thefe 
Coats will (brink from another, pfter the manner of a 
Kernel when the Shell grows dry ; And then if the enclos- 
ed fubftance continue foft and marly, they call that Stone 
Geodes ; but if ftony, it makes one of thofe Rattling 
Stones that are known by the name of the JEtites, or Ea- 
gle Stone. To confirm what I have here advanced, it 
were eafie to prove by many inftances that it is no unufu- 
al thing for Stones to inclofe Subftances of a very differing 
nature from themfelves ; the Shells in the Sujjex Marble 
herewith fent you is one proof of this matter, and the 
Stones found in our Coal-pits, and known amongft the 
Workmen by the name of Cat-beads, may ferve for ano- 
ther ; they are found in a particular Stratum near the 
Coal, and enclofe a Fern, or fometimes Polypody Leaf in 
the middle of them ; and for that reafon being ftruck 
with a Hammer very readily break there : I think they 
are a fort of Iron Stone, akin to that which they call in 
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Stafford/hire Ballmine, and Dr. Lifter, Miner a ferri pilcefor- 
mis ; they have it upon the Weftcrn Coafts near White- 
haven, and call it there by the name of Cat f camps. I have 
feen of it too upon the Torkjbire Coafts in Robin Hood's 
B^y : You may if ycupleafe, till I find a better name, call 
it Lapis miner at ferri, Pikefomii Jimilisy in cujus Mcditul- 
lioy unum vel phraflicis folia repre/entantur. (I have fince 
from my faid worthy Friend received Specimens of both 
forts.) And to give you an inftance that one and the fame 
piece of Rock doss not always Jfjoot into Stone at one and the 
fame time, but jirfl one part of it and then another, and they 
*t:oo not after the fame regular manner, but irregularly 
enough, I have fent you a piece of Rock Cryflal, where 
you may eafily obferve the modus concrefccndi in the mid- 
dle to have differed from that of theoutfide, nay fometimes 
I have feen in the middle of fome tranfparcnt Stones 
a (mall drop that never would take the folid form of the 
reft of the Stone at all. The 3d. Curiofity was alfo fent 
me from the fame very kind Friend Dr. Cay ; 'tis a piece of 
an Iron-bolt (2 inches long) found in a Stone Quarry, now 
rcturn'd into Iron Ore again ; this being a Property that 
Jron has, and no other Metal, as Dr. Lifler obferves in his 
tourney to Paris. 

4thly, The Copper Ore fo regularly fliot into an Ocloe- 
drous form, was fent me from Sweden by Mr, William Sykes 
of Stockholm Merchant, it has 8 folid Triangles, and con- 
fequently 6 angular points, and is as well of the bignefs as 
figure of the inclofed draught of it; my faid Coufm 
receiv'd it from the Copper Groves at Fallum, where very 
many of the fame form were then found, tho he cannot now 
get another of them, See Tab. 7. Fig, 2. 
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